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August 2010
Dear Students,

Welcome back to school.  I sincerely hope that everyone has had a relaxing and refreshing summer, and that you are ready to begin the new school year with a renewed dedication and enthusiasm for learning.  Please take a few moments to review the information provided below.  If you have any questions concerning this or anything else pertaining to the class, please do not hesitate to ask.
Overview of Course:
Major Concepts/Content. The purpose of this course is to provide integrated educational experiences in the language arts strands of reading, writing, listening, viewing, speaking, language, literature, technology according to the Florida Sunshine State Standards. The aims of this course are to: 

· Enable students to communicate accurately, appropriately and effectively in speech and writing
· Enable students to understand and respond appropriately to what they hear, read and experience

· Encourage students to enjoy and appreciate variety of language

· Complement students’ other areas of study by developing skills of a more general application (e.g. analysis, synthesis, drawing of inferences)

· Promote students’ personal development and an understanding of themselves and others
In addition, students are expected link the form of writing to meaning and to develop fluency, creativity, and a sense of risk-taking in writing. Students will write several times a week – both graded and non-graded writing – fully developed essays, short paragraph answers, highly structured responses to specific questions, and original poetry. As some assignments and activities won’t be graded at all, students will often practice necessary skills in a non-graded structure, thus freeing them to concentrate on the learning experience itself.
Supplies: 
· Pencils and blue/black ink pens

· Loose leaf notebook paper

· Loose leaf binder dedicated to English only

· Highlighters in a variety of colors (5)

· 1 spiral notebook for journal/reflection writing
IMPORTANT: Please use only pencils and dark blue or black ink pens. Any colors other than blue or black ink will not be accepted – nor will any iridescent, flecked, or other fancy inks.  Papers are too difficult to read, especially in the evening and in large quantities. 
Optional: 

Colored pencils for various projects throughout the year (these may be labeled with student’s name and kept in the classroom).
Due to budgetary constraints there are no longer funds for items such as hand sanitizer, tissues and paper towels.  It would be greatly appreciated if those who are able to donate any of these items would bring one or two for class use.  
Class supplies must be brought to class every day.  The student’s 3-ring binder must be utilized exclusively for English class.  Students may not put work from other classes into their English 3-ring binder.  Mrs. Teitelzweig is not able to supply pens, pencils, paper, etc. for student-use in her classroom.  It is the responsibility of the student to be prepared for class every day.  It is a North High policy that a student may not leave any classroom without a North High Planner—it serves as a hall pass for all students.  Please take care of your planner and bring it to class every day.
What you can expect from this class:

Grading Scale

Work is divided into three equally weighted categories: (1) class work/class participation/homework, (2) quizzes, and (3) tests.  There will be periodic quizzes and unit tests.  As there are fewer tests than class work, it is important that tests be taken very seriously.  A low test grade may bring down the overall grade even when daily work is completed and done well.
Grading Scale:

A
Excellent
90-100% (4.0)
B
Good

80-89% (3.0)
C
Fair

70-79% (2.0)
D
Passing

60-69% (1.0)
F
Failing

0-59% (0.0)
Class work is to be kept in a folder.  Your class work is checked daily and gone over in class.   Be ready, as it can, and will from time to time, be collected and counted as a quiz grade. If you are absent, there will be one make-up day for every excused day missed.  You may be asked periodically to select a piece of your writing, either from your portfolio or your journal, to rewrite and edit for resubmission for a quiz grade. 
Academic Integrity 
Students will be held to the highest level of academic integrity. Please read the attached flyer on forms of academic dishonesty. 
Classroom Expectations

Respect 

Enter the room quickly and quietly; pick up your folder. Sit in your assigned seat, and begin the day’s assignment – usually a grammar exercise or journal assignment reflecting on the previous day’s instructional content.  Please be quiet during announcements and while someone else is speaking.  Remember, the teacher will end the class, not the bell.  It is most annoying to complete instruction over the sounds of students packing up to leave the classroom, and obviously, very little learning can be accomplished by those who remain attentive.  You may leave the classroom for emergencies only.  Plan your time between classes accordingly.  In the event you must leave the class room (again, emergencies only), you will need to have your school pass book filled out and then signed by me.  To comply with school board policy, all cell phones must be turned off and kept out of sight.  No electronic devices such as iPods and headphones are allowed in the classroom.  Again, this is a school/board policy and will be enforced.  If there is an infraction of the policy, the offending electrical device will be confiscated and turned in to administration at the end of the day. If a student refuses to hand the device to me, administration will be called, and the student will be removed from the classroom.
Classroom Hygiene
Please, keep food, gum/candy, drinks and personal hygiene items out of the classroom.  The prohibition of drinks in the classroom is not a classroom rule; it is a school rule.  Drinks from the school vending machines may be kept at the front of the class and retrieved after the class period is over.  
Tardy Policy

Students who arrive late to class cause a distraction.  Make it a practice to be on time and ready to learn.  You are expected to be in your seat when the bell rings ready to do the daily bell work.  If you have a pass, place your planner on my desk on your way to your seat, and I will mark your tardy excused.  Without approval or permission, tardies will result in disciplinary action according to the school policy.
Expectations for Pre-AICE Courses

Each pre-AICE student is expected to adhere to the list of Expectations for Pre-AICE Courses.  To show that you and your student have read and acknowledge receipt of this information, please sign and return the bottom portion of the form. I give few opportunities for extra credit, but in this case, each student will receive 100 points of class work credit when the signed form is returned.
If you have any questions, please feel free to ask me.  I am almost always available to help you before and after school.  You may email me at BARBARASTE@leeschools.net or check regularly at my blog site for class assignments, handouts, and useful links and information at teitelzweig.wordpress.com.  
Please understand that schedules and plans can change, and circumstances may warrant adjustments to this syllabus. Check the blog site for the latest up-to-date information.
Please join me in looking forward to a productive and rewarding school year.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Teitelzweig
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The following list of Expectations for Pre-AICE Courses will be effective August 23, 2010:
· Zero or partial credit will be given for late work.

· Hall passes will not be issued to get work you have forgotten.

· Tests and quizzes may not be retaken for a higher score except for VERY special circumstances.

· Charts or study aides will not be allowed during tests and quizzes.

· Tests and quizzes must be completed within one class period.

· Tests and quizzes missed due to absence must be made up before or after school and may be a different format from the original.

· All assignments are expected to be turned in on or before the due date, especially in the case of a pre-arranged absence.

· Cheating or plagiarizing will result in a zero on the assignment and parent notification. Please see academic dishonesty handout for what constitutes plagiarism.

* Accommodations listed in a student’s IEP will be followed.

Please keep the above section for your records and sign and return the section below.
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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I have read and understand the Expectations for Pre-AICE Courses.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature                               




Date
 
____________________________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature
           
       




Date

Forms of Academic Dishonesty
Cheating: Cheating can be defined as receiving or giving unauthorized assistance on a quiz, test, exam, paper, or project or unauthorized use of materials to complete such; collaborating with another person(s) without authorization on quiz, test, exam, paper, or project; taking a quiz, test, or for someone else or allowing someone else to do the same for you.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism can be defined as submitting work in which words, facts, or ideas from another source are used without acknowledging that the material is borrowed whether from a published or unpublished source. For specific information on how to document information from other sources, students should check with their professors, academic departments, or a recognized writing manual, such as the MLA or APA.

Fabrication: Fabrication can be defined as listing sources in a bibliography that one did not actually use in a written assignment; presenting false, invented, or fictitious data/evidence in a written assignment.


Other Academic Misconduct

Other Academic Misconduct might include, but is not limited to:

· In a testing situation, conduct, such as, looking at a classmate's test, talking to a classmate without the instructor’s or proctor’s permission.

· Obtaining by the theft/purchase or selling/giving part or all of a test.

· Entering an office or building for the purpose of changing a grade on a test, assignment, or in a grade book or for the purpose of obtaining a test.

· Altering or attempting to alter academic records which relate to grades; being an accessory to same.

Any student found guilty of any of the above infractions will receive a grade of “0” for the assignment and may be subject to additional disciplinary action.

